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The following stories and articles are of utmost importance to 
us at Mission: PETS and we need your help!  

Most importantly, the animals need your help.

The Special Fall 2010 Feature section includes:
Lily of the Valley•	 , by Bonnie Maslow

How to End Dog Fighting•	 , by the ASPCA
BSL through the Eyes of a Trainer•	 , by Steve DiTulio 

Special Feature: BSL 

What is BSL?•	
Stories from “real” people•	
Are	Breed	Specific	Laws	Ef-•	
fective?

Limitations of the Media•	
BSL Spreads to our Military•	
What YOU can do; Yes YOU •	
CAN make a difference!



It is spring, a time for new life and growth, yet our family is mourning the death of our beloved 

American Pit Bull Terrier Lily, a very special dog and member of our family. Delicate flowers 

bloom, birds sing and the local squirrels (both animal and human), have come out of their winter 

lodgings to feel the warm rays of the sun. It is a time of conflicted emotion. The black pain of 

grief and grey shadow of emptiness greet us at the door. The leash without purpose hangs on 

the newel post. There will be no more grousing about getting up early to walk this dog on a rainy 

day. Golden Boy, our Golden Retriever, and Mini Mia, our American Shorthair cat, also feel the 

loss of their friend and companion. The spring in their step is replaced by lethargy. The light in 

their eyes is dull and cloudy. We all miss our fair Lily of the Valley who is now everywhere and 

nowhere in that space we hope is heaven.

We had a good run as the expression goes. We shared fourteen years of unconditional love 

and companionship. There is truly nothing like a faithful dog! When there was no one else… 

there was always Lily. Oh how we enjoyed our adventures together! We took long walks in 

the woods, camped, went on road trips and enjoyed lazy days under a parasol at the beach. I 

watched as Lily chased butterflies, nudged a little frog or dug a hole to find respite from the hot 

Florida sun.

PHOTO CAPTIONS (FROM LEFT): Mud-bath: who needs the spa!, Lily loved to bathe in the 
Florida sunshine, Life’s a Beach!



 Lily had a perpetual smile and magical twinkle in her eye at all times. She had a partial black 

ring around her right eye which often drew comparisons with “Petey” of the” Little Rascals” fame 

or the “RCA Victor” dog. My friend Suzan would draw a complete circle with a black eye pencil 

around Lily’s eye on visits just for laughs. Her fur was soft and silky, and I often referred to her 

as the velveteen terrier. She was smart, strong and sassy with good intuition.

“Beauty of the Mama” I called her, as opposed to the beast, which is how the media in recent 

years has chosen to portray this breed of dog. At an earlier time the American Pit Bull Terrier 

was unquestionably America’s top dog. This loyal, intelligent, canine was a symbol of trust, reli-

ability and fortitude. Helen Keller had a bull terrier. The American Pit Bull Terrier was featured 

in films and in posters to represent the strength and dignity of the United States. This dog was 

widely desired and admired.

Unscrupulous and ignorant people took these same qualities, ‘this desire to please’ and, with 

cruelty and malevolence, abused these fine animals for sick, twisted profit and amusement of il-

legal blood sports. The dogs are often tortured, starved, isolated, and beaten to induce vicious-

ness. The media and a misinformed public chose to blame the animal, rather than their human 

captors for this behavior. Negative reports were the stories that were published. Sensationalist, 

biased, blood-and-guts tales were the stories that sold papers. Expressions with negative con-

notations became popular such as “like a pit bull” to imply unyielding viciousness. Only recent 

national events, such as the Michael Vick case, gave some insight to the average public on the 

reality of how the Pitbulls are victimized. Rescue organizations like “Best Friends,” showed that 

many of these dogs who suffered unspeakable cruelty, were still able to be rescued, rehabilitat-

ed and adopted into new forever homes. They were dubbed “The Vicktory Dogs”. This breed 

PHOTO CAPTIONS (FROM LEFT): Petey impersonation, Hello butterflies, Lily loved to 
dig holes in the dirt.



All rights reserved Bonnie Maslow 2010©

of dog is not the villain, but rather the victim! It will take time to change the stereotypical mind-

set of some people who are content to remain uninformed. 

For those people who are looking for a wonderful and loyal best friend, I highly recommend the 

American Pit Bull Terrier.  This is America’s dog and rightly so. I will always remember my Lily 

as a Good Will Ambassador for the breed. She brought lots of love and a different outlook to 

the many family members and friends who knew her. She may be gone, but she will never be 

forgotten. She remains a source of inspiration to educate and fight against animal cruelty and 

neglect.

Bonnie Maslow is a freelance writer and student who resides in Little Falls, New York with her artist 

husband, Edward, and their two dogs and two cats. Bonnie has enjoyed a long career history in the 

entertainment industry as a singer, songwriter and recording artist. She has appeared in numerous 

television commercials. Bonnie also served as the regional manager for the largest theatrical costume 

house in the country for many years. She is an animal advocate and activist who has returned to school 

to study law to help animals. A long time animal lover, Bonnie was inspired by her American Pit Bull 

Terrier Lily to speak out against breed discrimination and ignorance. She is engaged in campaigns and 

legislative initiatives to help stop animal cruelty and neglect to all animals. Bonnie is working to com-

bine her creative talents and background with legal knowledge to be an active voice in the animal rights 

movement.

PHOTO CAPTIONS (FROM LEFT): The Maslow Family: Bonnie Maslow, Leopold, Edward 
Maslow, Mini Mia, Daisy and Golden Boy.



Dog fights occur in all regions of the country, including rural 
barns and city alleys. It is impossible to determine how many 
people may be involved in dog fighting in the U.S., but esti-
mates suggest that the number is in the tens of thousands. 

These numbers are based on fight reports in underground dog fighting publications and 
the number of dogs with fighting scars and wounds entering animal shelters.

One of the main reasons that dog fighting continues is because fights are highly secretive 
and difficult for law enforcement to infiltrate. Dog fighting investigations require many 
of the same skills and resources as major undercover narcotics investigations, and these 
requirements challenge the resources of any law enforcement agency. An additional 
complication is that the evidence likely to be seized includes living creatures who must 
be taken care of while the legal process unfolds. Many prosecutors would like to take on 
more dog fighting cases, but they are limited by the resources available to them.

As of 2008, dog fighting is a felony in all 50 states and the District of Columbia, Guam, 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. In most states, the possession of dogs for the 
purpose of fighting is also a felony offense, and being a spectator at a dog fight is illegal 
in all states except Montana and Hawaii.

For more information, please visit 

www.aspca.org



Despite being wonderful companion animals, Pit Bulls often attract the worst 
kind of dog owners—those who are only interested in them for fighting or 
protection. It's a shame what has happened to this loyal and affectionate 
breed. Despite its illegality, people are still training and breeding Pit Bulls to 
participate in dog fights across the country. Here are ten ways you can help 
end this cruel “sport”:

Support stronger laws. Visit the ASPCA Advocacy Center to keep up to date on dog 1. 
fighting legislation in your state.

Alert the media! Your local newspaper and television station are always looking for 2. 
stories, especially investigative ones—be sure to contact them about the cruelty and 
dangers of dog fighting.

Call or write your local law enforcement department and let them know that inves-3. 
tigating dog fighting cruelty should be a priority. Dog fighting is a CRIME—and the 
police MUST investigate these cases.

Keep your eyes and ears open. If you suspect dog fighting in your own neighborhood, 4. 
contact the police or your local animal control officer. Provide as much information 
as you can, such as the date and time you noticed something wrong, the address or 
location, and what led you to believe there was dog fighting taking place.

By the ASPCA: The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals



Protect your pets. Dog fighters sometimes steal companion animals to use as bait 5. 
dogs. Don’t let your animals outside without supervision, and make sure they have 
proper identification tags and are microchipped.

Adopt a Pit Bull and let your perfect pooch be an ambassador for the breed! Be sure 6. 
to read our Pit Bull adoption tips before you start your search.

Set a good example for others. If you are already the proud parent of a Pit Bull, be 7. 
sure to always show them the love and good care that they deserve. And always let 
others know what great companions they make!

Volunteer! If your local shelter is facing a Pit Bull dilemma, volunteer to help keep 8. 
adoptable Pit Bulls and Pit mixes mentally and physically fit by exercising them or tak-
ing them to obedience classes. You can also lead a chew-toy drive at work to collect 
rawhides or hard rubber playthings to keep them busy, or help create a fundraiser to 
support a free sterilization program for Pit Bulls in your local shelter.

Educate others in your community about the horrors of dog fighting and start a neigh-9. 
borhood watch program.

Teach your children. Do your kids have questions about dog fighting? Visit our chil-10. 
dren's website, ASPCA Animaland, for information about dog fighting that's written 
especially for kids.

Original article can be found on the ASPCA’s website here: http://www.aspca.org/fight-
animal-cruelty/dog-fighting/ten-ways-to-help-end-dog-fighting.html



Coming from a family of animal lovers, I was exposed to animals at an early 
age. Our first family dog was a stray that my father rescued. During the fif-
teen years she was with us, we rescued and adopted three other German 

Shepherds. When my parents bred two litters, my interest in dogs peaked. In ret-
rospect, I realize that they were not the best trained dogs.
 
In 1992, I discovered the Japanese Mastiff and fell in love with this breed. I had 
met a young couple that was surrendering a four month old named Brutus. The 
owners could not control this energetic dog, so I adopted him. By the time he was 
eleven months-old, he weighed 110 pounds and started to become aggressive to-
ward strangers and my guests. The little control I had on him was slowly slipping 
away. I realized he had potential, due to his good-natured personality with me and 
my family members, but I needed help. A friend of mine directed me to a trainer he 
was working with named Andy Hanlin of “Dogs by Andy.” Andy taught me how to 
guide my dog to better behavior, by helping me be more confident and methodical 
in working with Brutus.

From obedience training, we progressed to off-leash obedience. Brutus was shaping 
up quickly. I worked the exercises every day with consistent dedication. After some 
basic agility work, we continued further with a personal protection program. Brutus 
excelled as my skills and understanding of dog behavior and guidance progressed. I 
was truly moved by my dog and other dogs on the training fields with owners com-
mitted to putting in time and effort into the program. In time, I continued to work 
with other talented trainers, studied dog training books, and began helping friends 
and their friends with their dogs’ issues and obedience problems.

Several years ago, I decided to start a program that would enable me to help own-
ers, rescue groups, foster organizations and veterinarians with dogs that needed 
guidance. My program, “For Pawz” consists of foundation, structure and guardian-
ship in behavior and obedience for owners and their dogs. By us having a better 
understanding of a dog’s behavior, it will assist us in guiding that dog, to become 
a well mannered citizen. I have had the pleasure of working, watching, and being 
involved with some talented behaviorists and trainers. I also was involved in semi-
nars and workshops with Julio Rivera, whom I respect for his outstanding skills with 
helping dogs. It’s a real pleasure for me to watch an owner and his/her dog be in 
harmony and peace as a result of their involvement in the program.

Take a Look at BSL through
the Eyes of a Trainer



by Steve DiTullio 



BSL from a Trainer’s Perspective

As a dog owner of a power breed, a trainer/behaviorist and a recruit for a rescue 
organization, I was very concerned when I was made aware of the Breed Specific 
Legislation (B.S.L.) that was being implemented in the town of Rockville center.

The reason a law like this is being put in place is not due to dogs’ or dog breeds’ 
behavior. It has to do with the dog owners and their lack of interest in gaining 
knowledge and understanding on how to pick, guide and manage their dogs to 
good behavior. Either it is ignorance or just not being prepared for the reality of the 
long-term commitment to make a dog a good family member and public citizen. It 
takes a lot of dedicated work for this to come to fruition, but the reward is a great 
feeling of communication between human and animal.

There are people that have dogs for all the wrong reasons, to fight them, to tough-
en their own image or to use the dog as a guard dog with no control. Pitbulls have 
long been the victims of this abuse and negligence. It is not a surprise then, that 
the name, Pitbull, has a negative connotation. Due to their heritage and loyalty, 
they will perform whether it’s for the handlers’ good intentions or bad.

The power breeds, Pitbulls and Rotweillers, are very attractive to all types of people, 
but they are breeds that can exhibit high drive, tenacity, strong will, enthusiasm 
and assertiveness. Owners need to be educated before they involve themselves in 
these types of dogs, because these qualities can become prevalent as the dog ma-
tures. Dogs that have these qualities, and I use the generic word “DOGS,” because 
all dog breeds have the tendency to have these traits, even small dogs. Many small 
dogs can possess an attitude that leads to problems.

Many puppies and dogs are adopted or bought because of their “cute” appearance, 
and that animal’s breed and personality are not looked at carefully. There are some 

good dog and puppy testing techniques that 
can give a base line idea of that animal’s drive 
and willingness to follow. Many young shel-
ter dogs end up there at approximately six 
months to a year and a half of age because 
the behavior that was cute and encouraged 
at two to four months of age and fifteen to 
twenty pounds (jumping, mouthing or run-
ning away with a slipper) becomes a nuisance 
and undesirable, now that  the dog is five to 



seven months old or older and fifty to seventy pounds plus and much less control-
lable.

Any undesirable behaviors that were not addressed at the onset, have been prac-
ticed over and over, and the animal has, what I call, conditioned behaviors. This 
results in the owner becoming frustrated, angry and discontent for the dog as a 
result, the dog ends up in the garage, the yard or tied out where he/she cannot 
destroy things of value. Without stimulation and guidance, the dog is doomed.  The 
dog is not learning any foundation or family pack structure and is further removed 
from the chance of learning social skills. He now builds up frustration from lack of 
human interaction and truly starts to act like a dog with no human guidance. He 
digs, chews, barks and acts out uncontrollably. The next stop is usually the shelter, 
and that’s a shame.

I am happy to say there are people that do truly love their animals enough to rec-
ognize problems and seek out help from a behaviorist/trainer. They can learn how 
to redirect and guide their pet toward better manners in a family setting.
 
Most dogs are true followers. Thus, if the owner can learn to use the proper de-
meanor, skills and tools in structure and guidance, he or she can create an alliance 
with the dog where he or she will be happy to follow the confident and nurturing 
guide. I have worked with all types of dogs and people along with their different 
personalities. The majority of the time, the dog learns to change quicker than the 
owner. This is a quality we can learn from dogs, for most of them do not carry the 
personal baggage or judge as harshly as humans, and they are very willing to for-
give and move forward with a guide who has the right demeanor and skills.

To be responsible for the welfare of a dog (medically, physically and behavior-
ally), is a big undertaking, and one that has to be met with a desire and a realistic 
approach. Understanding a dog’s long term needs (nurturing, guidance and the 
owner’s commitment) comes with preparation, not a spur-of-the-moment decision, 
which is usually based on how cute a puppy is or on an emotion of compassion for 
a shelter dog.

When working with dogs in a training and behavior setting, I always take the breed 
of the dog into consideration. Not all German Shepherds are police K-9 dogs. Not all 
Labs are soft-mouth bird dogs, and not all Pitbulls are fighters. I feel that the indi-
vidual personality of that dog truly dictates what the dog is about, and as a trainer/
behaviorist, I use and direct those traits into positive behaviors.



The media usually dwells on negative aspects of news and current events when it 
comes to dogs. This has helped confuse the general public by mostly reporting on 
negative situations that these powerful breeds have been involved in (again due to 
the lack of guidance from these handlers and owners). 

Not enough attention is given to the positive contributions made and events these 
breeds perform in (ie: search and rescue, therapy with senior citizens and children 
or alerting a family to a home fire and saving them). Very few of these positive 
stories are printed. 

B.S.L. is not an isolated problem. Breed-profiling could include your breed or in-
volve your town next. There are many people with phobias and no interest or use 
for dogs, or think they are just a nuisance. These are usually advocates of issues 
that inspire laws like B.S.L. and the like. Therefore, it is very important that dogs 
are seen in a positive light, where they are obedient and display manners in any 
social setting. 

It is more important than ever to get yourself and your dog involved in showing 
how great dogs are. There is a good chance you could be the one who helps change 
peoples’ opinions from a negative one to a positive one. 

----------

Find more about Steve online at: http://www.forpawzdogtraining.com/
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Pit Bulls are one of the most recognized breed 
of dog. Judged, discriminated and feared by 
those who have not yet met them. Loved, hon-
ored and cherished by those who have had the 
pleasure of their company. The same holds true 
for other “aggressive” breeds like the Rottweil-

er, Doberman Pinscher, German Shepherd Dog, Siberian Husky, Chow Chow and 
Akita, amongst others. While being deemed “aggressive” by owners of apartment 
complexes or other groups/residences, these dogs can be some of the very best 
companions around. (please note our use of this term, ‘aggressive’ is to demon-
strate the views of others, this is not the view of Mission: PETS)

Despite their bad rap, Pit Bulls and the other named breeds will quickly teach you 
how lovable they really are, once in their presence. However, in order to under-
stand this breed, you should learn some basics.

Pit Bull is an umbrella term, commonly used to describe several breeds of dog such 
as the modern American Pit Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, Stafford-
shire Bull Terrier and English Bull Terrier. Some even consider an American Bulldog 
or Bull Terrier a Pit Bull type dog.  These breeds all share a similar history with an-
cestors from the Bulldog and Terrier family. 

As a result of several highly publicized incidents involving dog bites from any of the 
named “aggressive” breeds, breed-specific legislation (BSL) has been enacted in 
several jurisdictions. Additionally, owners of these breeds may now face a hike in 
(or rejection of) liability/homeowners insurance, and may be turned away by hous-
ing complexes or airlines, and face discrimination on the streets. 

What is BSL?



So what exactly is BSL?  According to www.stopbsl.com, “BSL is an ethical fail-
ure. BSL is a public safety failure.”  The site provides an abundance of information 
on this topic, including the following description of the term BSL, or Breed-Specific 
Legislation. 

Breed-specific legislation (BSL) bans or restricts certain types of dogs based on 
their appearance because they are perceived as “dangerous” breeds or types of 
dogs. BSL is a worldwide issue, not specific to the United States. Families in many 
countries struggle with the possibility of losing their dog due to banning.  What’s 
more, a ban on certain breeds does not always result in a successful or desired 
outcome by the parties who implemented it. Each of these types of breed-specific 
laws or policies fails to keep children and communities safe.  

Breed-specific restrictions may require an owner of a targeted breed to do any of 
the following or more, depending on how the law is written:

Muzzle the dog in public• 
Spay or neuter the dog• 
Contain the dog in a kennel with specific requirements (6’ chain link walls, lid,   • 
concrete floors, etc.)
Keep the dog on a leash of specific length or material• 
Purchase a certain amount of liability insurance • 
Place “vicious dog” signs on the outside of the dog’s residence• 
Make the dog wear a “vicious dog” tag or other identifying marker• 

A breed ban usually requires that all dogs of a certain appearance (“targeted breed”) 
be removed from the area wherein the BSL has been implemented.  In some areas, 



police are given the right to search (your home, automobile, etc.), seize and shoot 
your dog if it is identified as the targeted breed.  

Innocent dogs are being taken from their families, children are left heart-broken, 
dog owners are forced to sell their homes and relocate, and many dogs are being 
killed for no other reason than the breed they were born into.  For an example, 
Denver, Colorado put a ban on Pit Bulls in 2005.  According to Peter Marcus, DDN 
Staff Writer, “Denver continues to spend thousands of dollars paying attorneys to 
defend and settle lawsuits stemming from the city’s ban on pit bulls. Denver has 
killed nearly 3,500 dogs believed to be pit bulls. But in that time there has never 
been an audit of the ban to determine if it has been a success.”

Breed-specific legislation applies only to dogs of a certain appearance, not to any 
and all dogs. It does not take into account how the owner has raised, trained, or 
managed the dog. It does not take into account the dog’s actual behavior.  The 
website, www.stopbsl.com shares their list of why BSL is deficient:

BSL does not improve public safety or prevent dog bites.• 
BSL ignores the plight of victims and potential victims of non-targeted breeds.• 
BSL is costly.• 
BSL requires each and every dog to be identified as a breed—something that • 
has proven impossible to do accurately and objectively. *Test your knowledge! 
For a fun game of “pick the Pitbull,” go here: http://www.forpeteyssake.
com/pitgame.htm - you will quickly learn how difficult it is to identify the 
breed of dog solely on appearance.
BSL makes targeted breeds more desirable to irresponsible and criminal owners.• 
BSL does nothing to make irresponsible dog owners accountable.• 
BSL punishes responsible dog owners.• 
Not a single canine welfare organization supports BSL.• 

What’s more, www.stopbsl.com also states:

“Respectable, upstanding citizens are transformed into untouchables as soon as 
they bring that cute little pit bull puppy home. Some new pit bull owners are 
criticized harshly by friends; others find the whole neighborhood suddenly turned 
against them. A few have been disowned by family members. Politicians freely 
denigrate pit bull owners in the press.

Breed-specific legislation adds further layers of confusing and difficult requirements 
to certain breeds’ ownership. Breed-specific legislation not only discourages re-
sponsible people from owning certain breeds—even though these are the owners 
that these types of dogs need the most—but it also legalizes discrimination against, 
and places extra burdens on, the few responsible people who dare to provide a lov-
ing home for a dog of one of these breeds.
 





Is it any wonder that pit bulls and other so-called “dan-
gerous” types of dogs have such a tough time finding 
loving homes with devoted owners?

It is not hard to imagine a world where, if Labrador 
Retrievers were portrayed at every turn as growling 
attack dogs, cities would have a “Lab problem” instead 
of a “pit bull problem.” But Labrador Retrievers are 
considered “family” dogs. They are not generally sub-
jected to neglect, cruelty, and expectations of violent 
behavior. They are simply not desired by thugs be-
cause they are not seen as intimidating or dangerous.

BSL aggravates the dangerous dog problem by encour-
aging the use and abuse of certain types of dogs by 
irresponsible and neglectful owners. It also prevents 
certain types of dogs from finding loving, committed 
homes.”

According to Dr. Carmen Battaglia, an AKC judge, re-
searcher and writer, “Officials typically claim that anti-
dog legislation and breed-specific laws are needed to 
control the dog population, address the ‘dangerous pet’ 
issue and provide the public with a measure of safety. 
What seems to go unnoticed is that the owners of the 
‘bad’ dogs often hide them or choose another breed 
which leaves the responsible owners the innocent vic-
tims of excessive fees, licensing requirements and re-
strictive zoning. Now, after more than two decades of 
this kind of thinking, the legal approach has gained 

momentum.”
  



He continues, “A proposal to restrict or eliminate ownership and breeding very of-
ten begins on the desk of some official whose motives are not always transparent. 
At other times they begin with a dog bite to a person. In the latter case, the bite 
incident does not receive a fair and impartial evaluation and rarely do the actions 
taken produce a lasting solution. In most cases, the dog’s behavior is considered 
central to the problem and the owners are seen as having only a secondary role. 
Experts such as Peggy Moran agree that ‘dog breeds don’t bite, individual dogs 
bite.’ A fundamental problem underlying anti-dog legislation is that the larger au-
dience of responsible owners and breeders who are the innocent victims become 
burdened with the excessive restrictions of ownership. Because of the disconnect in 
thinking between the legislation and its intended purpose, anti-dog proposals only 
serve as a catalyst that eventually polarizes the community. 

You can find Dr. Battaglia’s website here, http://www.breedingbetterdogs.com. 

Tim Reynolds of Connecticut shares his story, “I grew up in a household where I 
was taught that Pit Bulls are dangerous, vicious, unpredictable dogs. Needless to 
say, I was not formally introduced to the breed until I was of age to make my own 
decisions.”  Reynolds continued, “I’m proud to say that Pit Bulls have made such a 
positive impact on the way I look at this breed now. I am a prime example of what 
a difference it makes just to interact with these dogs. Even if it’s only for a few min-
utes. Once you actually get to spend time with them, you will fall in love. There’s no 
other possible outcome.”  Reynolds was first introduced to a Pit Bull a year and a 

half ago when “dog” sitting for his friend’s Pit Bull, 
Chaos.  Reynolds and his step-son fell in 

Stories from “real” people



love almost immediately.  Chaos taught them that “Pit Bulls have the best person-
alities” of any breed he’s ever met.  Since his first introduction, Reynolds has since 
been a dedicated Pit Bull lover, fan and rescuer of the breed.  

He continued, “In the past year and a half, I have taken in six Pitties.  Three of the 
six were rescued and we kept them until we found them good homes where they 
are loved.  I am going to pick up another rescue this weekend!”  Reynolds is infuri-
ated by BSL and feels that the only thing it will accomplish is to give dog fighters 
and abusers (his belief is that these are the people who are giving the breed a bad 
name) the upper-hand.  “It’s the people like myself and my dogs who will suffer. 
With every Pit Bull I rescue, I make a promise to the dog that once they come 
into my home, it’s a life-long relationship whether they stay or find a new family. 
I do whatever I can to keep my promise.”  If the government chose to enforce any 
BSL in Reynold’s area, he says, “they’d have to pry my dogs from my cold, dead 
arms.”  Reynolds believes that the public needs to be educated, the breed does 
not need to be discriminated against.  “To put BSL in simpler terms, it’s equiva-
lency is RACISM.”

* * *

J. Thomas (who has been researching pit bulls and dog behavior since 2000) of 
www.stopbsl.com shares a very similar story to that of Reynolds.  

“The year was 2000. I’d never had a dog before, and all I knew was that Pit Bulls 
were the kind of dog that no self-respecting dog owner would be caught dead with. 
Everyone knows that pit bulls are vicious, unpredictable, untrainable, bloodthirsty 
beasts—right?
 
Felanie was basically forced on us. Her cropped ears and yellow eyes staring out 
of a red-furred face frightened me; she looked like a devil dog. But in what I could 
only explain as a bizarre fit of insanity (and a soft spot for animals, no matter how 
scary or ugly), I decided to give Felanie a chance.

Felanie ripped the seams out of every assumption I’d ever had about pit bulls. She 
excelled in obedience and agility classes. She was calm, quiet, intelligent, affection-
ate, observant, and gentle. She was as perfect a dog as I could ask for.

Over the years, Felanie gave more to me than I could ever hope to give back. Be-
cause of her, I have a new understanding of—and sensitivity to—injustice, preju-
dice, and stereotypes. She provided me with years of gentle encouragement, com-
panionship, and support. She taught me about myself, and helped me find my path 
to a career and a future in writing and communication. Where would I be without 
her? She transformed me, and my life, inside and out.”



Tim’s Photo Album:  (from left to right, top to bottom) Photographed is Tim with Diesel, 
Diesel smiling, Tim’s roommate’s first Pitbull, Aries, Diesel hanging out in the crib, and cud-
dling with children, one of his favorite things to do.



According to Gerard Spicer (http://www.forpeteyssake.com), in his article, “A Fall 
From Grace: The Story of the Pit Bull,”  in 2000, the Humane Society of the United 
States (HSUS), American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), and the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), joined together to investigate whether 
or not breed specific legislation (banning individual breeds, such as pit bulls) is ef-
fective. Dr. Julie Gilchrist, of the CDC Injury Center in Atlanta, concluded that, “ 
We learned breed specific legislation is not the way to tackle the issue of dog bites. 
Instead, we should look at the people with the dogs responsible for the bites.”

By the ASPCA
http://www.aspcapro.org/

A task force formed in 2003 to study the effectiveness of the Prince George’s Coun-
ty, Maryland, pit bull ban estimated that the county spends more than $250,000 
each year to enforce the ban. Further, in a report to the County Council, the task 
force noted that “public safety is not improved as a result of [the ban],” and that 
“there is no transgression committed by owner or animal that is not covered by 
another, non-breed specific portion of the Animal Control Code (i.e., vicious animal, 
nuisance animal, leash laws).” The task force recommended that Prince George’s 
County repeal the ban.

Hardship for Responsible Owners

Although these dog owners have done nothing to endanger the public, they may be 
required to comply with onerous regulations. Sadly, these responsible caretakers 
may be forced to choose between costly compliance and giving up their beloved 

companion.

What “Dangerous Dogs” 
Do Have in Common

Moreover, in their study of 
human fatalities resulting 
from dog bites, the United 
States Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) did not sup-
port the breed-specific ap-
proach. They cited, among 
other problems, the inac-
curacy of dog bite data and 

Are Breed Specific Laws Effective?



the difficulty in identifying dog breeds (especially true of mixed breeds). They also 
noted the likelihood that as certain breeds are regulated, those who exploit dogs by 
making them aggressive will merely turn to other, unregulated breeds.

Significantly, the CDC also noted how many other factors beyond breed may affect 
a dog’s tendency toward aggression — things such as heredity, sex, early experi-
ence, reproductive status and socialization and training.

These last two concerns seem well-founded given that more than 70 percent of all 
dog bite cases involve unneutered male dogs, and that an unneutered male dog is 
2.6 times more likely to bite than is a neutered dog. In addition, a chained or teth-
ered dog is 2.8 times more likely to bite than a dog who is not chained or tethered. 
Further:

97 percent of dogs involved in fatal dog attacks in 2006 were not spayed/neu-• 
tered;
78 percent were maintained not as pets but rather for guarding, image enhance-• 
ment, fighting or breeding; and
84 percent were maintained by reckless owners: abused or neglected, not hu-• 
manely controlled or contained, or allowed to interact with children unsuper-
vised. 

Laws that Compromise Public Safety

For accurate statistics on canine aggression, visit the National Canine Research 
Council. This website presents accurate statistics and provides detailed information 
on the human and canine behaviors which have contributed to cases of severe and 
fatal dog attacks.

By THE NATIONAL CANINE RESEARCH COUNCIL
http://nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com

Any report or study derived from a survey of news stories can never represent the 
dog population at large, or provide a basis to analyze the nature and (in)frequency 
of canine aggression.

Limitations of the Media



News outlets are in the business of reporting singular events. Statistical validity 
is not their job. They do not select stories for publication on the basis of random 
sampling techniques. Editors promote stories they believe to be of interest to their 
audience. Most incidents involving dogs, good, bad, or indifferent, are not reported 
at all. Severe attacks by dogs are, happily, exceedingly rare.

For the stories they do choose to cover, based upon their own estimate of its news-
worthiness, journalists have no control over how their reporting will be used – or 
misused — by others.

Learn more about the limitations of news accounts regarding incidents involving 
dogs (the bullet points below) at:

http://nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/dog-bites/dog-bites-and-the-media/  

Deadlines:  Stories are written before incident can be properly investigated• 
Limited or no fact checking: Quoting data from unreliable sources, no reference • 
checks
Audience interest: Dog attack stories published to appeal to viewers/readers• 
Resident dog reported as family dog: No distinction between two very different • 
types of dogs

Once Heroes, Now Banned
By Lynn Ready, Best Friends Network Volunteer
Photo credit: provided courtesy of Lynn Lynde of PBRC 

Original article published on the Best Friends Network website: 
http://network.bestfriends.org/9965/News.aspx

How the “pit bull” is now discriminated against by the United States military

During World War I, they were the all-American dogs pictured on posters as a sym-
bol of our country. In the Civil War era, they were known as nurse dogs, because 
they were so good with children. Once recognized as a representation of courage 
in the United States military, American pit bull terriers like Stubby and numerous 
others, have won medals such as the Silver Star and Purple Heart.

Such history seems to have now been forgotten, as the government is now im-
plementing breed discrimination at many military bases throughout the country, 

BSL Spreads to our Military



focusing on what they 
term as “aggressive or 
potentially aggressive 
breeds of dogs,” includ-
ing “pit bulls (American 
Staffordshire bull terri-
ers or English Stafford-
shire bull terriers), Rot-
tweilers, Doberman pinschers, chows, and wolf hybrids.”

The Pentagon submitted a memorandum on January 5, 2009, stating that the above 
listed breeds may not be kept on any military based housing in the Army. The Air 
Force has also enacted a breed discriminatory policy and the Navy is next. While 
policy, this knee-jerk reaction is similar to BDL (Breed Discriminatory Legislation), 
which targets the wrong end of the leash. Instead, the military should be looking at 
reckless owners, not a particular breed of dog.

For those who already own one of the banned breeds, they are “grandfathered” in, 
but on military bases such as Fort Hood, TX, Fort Bragg, NC, and Fort Benning, GA, 
soldiers and families are banned from owning certain breeds of dogs. Even grand-
fathering in a dog that is already in base housing does not necessarily provide safe 
haven, because soldiers typically move every two or three years and will not be 
able to take their dog to their next installation. Then where does the dog go? Aban-
doned? To a local shelter where there is already serious overpopulation?

Sergeant’s Dog Seized from Denver, a City With BDL

Heidi Tufto, animal advocate and Staff Sergeant in the United States Army for 
eleven years, knows this story all too well. Her American pit bull terrier, Lumpy, was 
taken from her. As so many soldiers are, Heidi was transferred and moved to Den-
ver. Little did she know that one of her three dogs was not welcome in the city.

After living in Denver for only three days, Lumpy was seized from Riverfront Park, 
where Heidi was walking him, and taken to the local animal shelter and held. A 
witness, an elderly immigrant from Germany, said it was like the Gestapo with two 
men dragging Lumpy into their van and allowing her other dogs to get loose to 
roam the streets, while Heidi was held at gun-point.

Eventually after paying steep fines, appearing in court, and going through a painful 
experience, she was able to get a friend who lived outside the city to save Lumpy. 
The dog then stayed with Heidi’s mom until her lease ended so that she could leave 
Denver and be reunited with her Certified Therapy Dog, Lumpy.

All Heidi kept thinking through the entire painful ordeal was that she was serving 
her country, having been deployed to Iraq, Kuwait, Asia, Turkey, and Israel - yet 



this was how they repaid her. Heidi continues to fight Breed Discriminatory Legisla-
tion (BDL), and when she retires from the Army, will volunteer at a low-cost/free 
spay/neuter programs for pets.

Leaving Military Families Distraught

Lynn Lynde, a volunteer with Pit Bull Rescue Central, is very familiar with the ban 
on military bases, as her husband is a sixteen year, highly decorated war veteran, 
currently serving in the U.S. Army. They are the proud owners of three American 
pit bull terriers. Soldiers contact Lynn daily, appalled that they cannot bring along 
their best friend, sometimes the only thing they have left. She also knows of sol-
diers who are getting out of the military, due to the ruling. “They are completely 
mortified that their country wants to repay them for their sacrifices by killing their 
dogs.”

She also points out the already high incidents of divorce rates in military families 
as well as the epidemic of soldier suicides. In many cases, their dog is their only 
remaining companion. Think of the children. These are kids who have a parent or 
both parents in harm’s way on a daily basis, have to move to a new town, go to a 
new school and make new friends every few years and the one constant has been 
the family dog. Now someone tells the child that the dog cannot move with them 
because it is deemed “dangerous.”

Many of the dogs who are traditional assistance dogs, aiding those with physical 
handicaps when soldiers return from war, are American pit bull terriers. In fact, the 
Canines for Combat Wounded organization specializes in placing pit bull therapy 
dogs with returning soldiers suffering from post traumatic stress disorder. So how 
is it that we can use these dogs for therapy and healing for the soldiers, but not 
even allow one as a pet?

Lynn added, “Soldiers go to war not only to protect the United States, but also to 
free people from oppression throughout the world. They encounter people gravely 
suffering due to discrimination based on race, creed, or religion, and yet their own 
leaders have condemned their best friends on the same short sighted and errone-
ous belief system.”

Lynn and her husband have decided that, although unlikely, if he were to ever be 
transferred to a base with a breed discriminatory policy, she would stay behind with 
their dogs. To them, it’s the only choice. Lynde states, “He has sworn to protect 
this country and I have sworn to protect our family. Our dogs are our family and I 
would move to the ends of the earth to protect them so that he can stay focused 
while defending our nation.”

When speaking of her husband’s six deployments, she notes how her pit bulls have 
centered her. “Sure, other dogs can provide companionship, but pit bulls are so 



loyal and so goofy that they never allow me to sulk and get depressed. Throughout 
my husband’s deployments I have felt fear, anxiety, and insurmountable sorrow at 
the loss of many of our friends, but because of my pit bull companions, I have not 
once felt lonely.”

BSL is Not Effective

Municipalities such as Baltimore, Maryland have deemed BDL as ineffective at low-
ering risks of dog bites or attacks. A total of over $750,000 was spent in Baltimore 
in 2001 to enforce the legislation, only to find out that it is not even effective. That 
money could be spent on more positive ways of enforcing stricter rules against ir-
responsible dog owners or to offer free or low cost spay/neuter programs. Other 
things that can be done are to allow permanently anchored fencing, enforce laws 
against breeding on military bases, and mandatory micro-chipping.

Even studies of pre and post breed bans in the United Kingdom and Spain have 
concluded that prohibiting “pit bulls” did not reduce the number of dog bites occur-
ring.

The slogan of the Green Berets, special operations unit in the military, is “De Op-
presso Libre” which means “Free the Oppressed” and their mascot is the American 
pit bull terrier. Another way to think about it; if Theodore Roosevelt and General 
Patton were alive today, they would not be allowed to have their dogs on a military 
base.

Lynde says, “My biggest complaint about being a military wife, who owns pit bulls, 
is that when my husband calls from overseas, he often asks about them before he 
asks about me.” She adds, “It sickens me that while he should be worried about 
IEDs; instead he’s worried that some official in the U.S. is going to ban his dogs.”

Lynn Ready lives in Pittsburgh, PA, and is an 
animal advocate and volunteer at the West-
ern PA Humane Society and ambassador 
and campaign news writer for Best Friends 
Animal Society. She is a huge pit bull advo-
cate and enjoys training the breed, foster-
ing, and doing everything she can to make 
people aware of what great dogs they are. 
She also does independent rescuing and 
fostering and is a huge advocate for shelter 
dogs. Lynn especially enjoys rescuing old-
er dogs and has taken an interest lately in 
rescuing older beagles in rural shelters who 
were abandoned. Lynn’s email is lynn577@
hotmail.com.



Lynn Ready continues, “Write a letter to President Barack and Michelle Obama, as 
well as Army officials. You may contact the President and the First Lady here or 
send an e-mail to comments@whitehouse.gov and put the appropriate name in 
the subject line. To comment to the Army, contact Ms. Joyce VanSlyke at joyce.
vanslyke@us.army.mil.

Please keep your contact polite, professional and educational. Encourage other al-
ternatives such as:

• Consider mandatory micro-chipping. Fine those who abandon their dogs.
• Encourage a law prohibiting dogs from being alone in a yard without supervision, 
until permanently anchored fencing is allowed on military based housing.
• Enforce mandatory spay/neuter programs for all pets on military based housing.
• Enact higher fines for those who breed dogs on military bases.
• You can also join the Stop Breed Specific Legislation community on the Best 
Friends Network.
• Teach the community, particularly children, about responsible dog ownership and 
care. Offer humane educators to speak.”

The ASPCA offers SOLUTIONS at http://www.aspcapro.org/

Recognizing that the problem of dangerous dogs requires serious attention, the 
ASPCA seeks effective enforcement of breed-neutral laws that hold dog owners ac-
countable for the actions of their animals. The ASPCA believes that this is the most 
reliable way to control aggressive dogs and reckless owners.

Ideally, this breed-neutral scheme should include the following:

Enhanced enforcement of dog license laws, with adequate fees to augment ani-• 
mal control budgets and surcharges on ownership of unaltered dogs to help fund 
low-cost pet sterilization programs in the communities in which the fees are 
collected. To ensure a high licensing rate, Calgary, Canada—its animal control 
program funded entirely by license fees and fines—imposes a $250 penalty for 
failure to license a dog over three months old.
Enhanced enforcement of leash/dog-at-large laws, with adequate penalties to • 
ensure that the laws are taken seriously and to augment animal control fund-
ing.
Dangerous dog laws that are breed-neutral and focus on the behavior of the • 
individual dog, with mandated sterilization and microchipping (or another per-
manent identification) of dogs deemed dangerous, and options for mandating 

What YOU can do; 
Yes YOU CAN make a difference!



muzzling, confinement, adult supervision, training, owner education and, in ag-
gravating circumstances—such as when the owners cannot adequately control 
the dog or where the dog causes unjustified injury—euthanasia. In Multnomah 
County, Oregon, a breed-neutral ordinance imposing graduated penalties on 
dogs and owners according to the seriousness of the dogs’ behavior has reduced 
repeat injurious bites from 25 percent to 7 percent.
Laws that hold dog owners financially accountable for failure to adhere to animal • 
control laws, as well as civilly and criminally liable for unjustified injuries or dam-
age caused by their dogs. Calgary has reduced reported incidents of aggression 
by 56 percent, and its bite incidents by 21 percent, by requiring owners of dogs 
who have displayed dog aggression or human aggression to pay fines ranging 
from $250 to $1500.
Laws that prohibit chaining or tethering, coupled with enhanced enforcement of • 
animal cruelty and animal fighting laws. Lawrence, Kansas, has significantly re-
duced dog fighting and cruelty complaints by enacting an ordinance prohibiting 
tethering a dog for over one hour.
Laws that mandate the sterilization of shelter animals and make low-cost steril-• 
ization services widely available. 

For help in drafting animal control laws, contact the ASPCA Legislative 
Services Department at lobby@aspca.org.

According to Dogs Deserve Better of the New River Valley Virginia, there are 
some things that you can do right now. 

(Check them out online, http://dogsdeservebetternrv.org)

Monitor Legislation

To watch for potential BSL, you can monitor:

your local newspapers• 
your city council agendas; these are usually posted several days before the • 



council meeting, and all but the smallest towns now post their agendas online• 
your state legislature’s introduced bills-go online to your legislature’s website • 
and see if they have a bill tracking service; for instance, you can enter keyword 
‘dog’ and it will e-mail you whenever a bill with that keyword is introduced. Al-
ternatively, you can do a bill keyword search by hand periodically throughout the 
legislative session.

Contact Your Lawmakers

I used to offer sample letters for people to use when writing to their legislators. Not 
anymore. And I strongly urge you to avoid using a sample letter or form letter to 
contact your elected officials. Why?

A recent Gallup Poll found that over 70% of all lawmakers said they pay a great • 
deal of attention to personally written letters, while only 19% pay great atten-
tion to form letters.
Elected officials believe that similar-sounding letters come from lobby groups • 
engaging in pressure campaigns. If your letter sounds like it’s been copied, you 
get lumped in with the ‘radicals.’
Form letters are quick and easy-and elected officials know it. They aren’t going • 
to believe that you are genuinely concerned about the issue if you don’t take the 
time to write your own letter

How Else To Help

Many people want to know how they can help stop the spread of breed-specific 
legislation. Here are some ideas.

Educate yourself on BSL and the breeds and types of dogs affected by it.• 
Educate friends and family about BSL and the breeds and types of dogs affected • 
by it.
Teach kids about safety around dogs.• 
Write to your legislators. Let them know, in a polite, civil way, that you do not • 
support any form of BSL.
Join a local anti-BSL dog group, or create one.• 
Write a letter to the editor of your local paper voicing your opinion on breed bans • 
or biased dog-attack articles in a rational and courteous manner.
Train and socialize your dog. Well-behaved canines, particularly breeds or types • 
that are discriminated against, are always a great antidote to BSL.
Hold a booth at a fair to educate the public about BSL and the breeds and types • 
of dogs affected by it.
Post flyers at pet stores, dog parks, groomers, and vets explaining what BSL is • 
and why it is a problem; if BSL is being considered in your area, post information 
about how to speak against it.



Sergeant Stubby•  (1916 or 1917 – March 16, 1926), was the most decorated 
war dog of World War I and the only dog to be promoted to sergeant through 
combat.  Stubby was speculated to be part Pitbull.
Hachiko• , an Akita who became a symbol of loyalty in Japan, is now honored by 
a statue in Tokyo. Hachiko is famous for his loyalty to his long dead master.
Bear, • a Rottweiler, was shot 3 times in the line of duty while protecting owner/
handler Edward Ernstberger. 
Buddy• , a female German Shepherd, was the first formally trained guide dog in 
the United States. 
Reona• , a 109 pound Rottweiler left her house during and leapt over 3 fences to 
come to the aid of 5-year old Vivian Cooper during an earthquake.
Approximately 350 search and rescue dogs•  worked at the World Trade Cen-
ter site following the September 11, 2001 attacks. Labrador Retrievers, Golden 
Retrievers, German Shepherds, Collies, Rottweilers and scores of mutts provide 
the backbone of the search-and-rescue (SAR) operations at the World Trade Cen-
ter wreckage. Trakr, a German Shepherd, found the last survivor of the World 
Trade Center attack.
Barry• , a famous Saint Bernard rescue dog, reportedly saved 40 people.
Dakota•  was a pitbull search and rescue dog that responded to over 100 searches 
missions including the search for the astronauts that lost their lives in the Space 
Shuttle Columbia disaster.
Togo• , a Siberian Husky, was the lead dog who lead the longest track while the 
team had the antitoxin, during the 1925 serum run to Nome (which relayed 
diphtheria antitoxin by dog sled across Alaska to combat an epidemic).
Chips•  was the most decorated war dog from World War II. Chips was a German 
Shepherd-Collie-Siberian Husky mix owned by Edward J. Wren of Pleasantville, NY.
Jake• , the Rottweiler, saves a woman from sexual assault 
Popsicle• , a Pitbull, helped the feds seize 3,075 pounds of cocaine from a pine-
apple-laden truck at the Mexican border- the biggest drug bust ever at the Hi-
dalgo, Texas, port of entry.
Petunia• , the Pitbull, visits area classrooms with the Greenbelt-based Partner-
ship for Animal Welfare’s Responsible Pet Owner (RPO) program
Shana• , a half wolf dog/half German Shepherd, saved an elderly couple from a 
treacherous snow storm.
Maya• , a Pitbull, was the 2008 Dog of the Year for courageously saving her own-
er, from a vicious male attacker. 
Eve• , a Rotweiller, pulled owner Kathie, a paralyzed parapalegic, by the ankles 
from her burning, smoldering truck. 
Sandy• , a Staffordshire Bull Terrier, rescued Keith Chandler, who was paralyzed 
from the chest down, when a fire broke out in his home.

Resources: http://www.coventrytelegraph.net, http://www.pitbullsontheweb.com/petbull/
pospress.html, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_famous_dogs, http://www.dogwatch.
net/myths/dog_heros.html, http://www.neatorama.com/2009/04/20/heroic-pit-bulls/



against breeding on military bases, and mandatory micro-chipping.

Even studies of pre and post breed bans in the United Kingdom and Spain have 
concluded that prohibiting “pit bulls” did not reduce the number of dog bites occur-
ring.

The slogan of the Green Berets, special operations unit in the military, is “De Op-
presso Libre” which means “Free the Oppressed” and their mascot is the American 
pit bull terrier. Another way to think about it; if Theodore Roosevelt and General 
Patton were alive today, they would not be allowed to have their dogs on a military 
base.

Lynde says, “My biggest complaint about being a military wife, who owns pit bulls, 
is that when my husband calls from overseas, he often asks about them before he 
asks about me.” She adds, “It sickens me that while he should be worried about 
IEDs; instead he’s worried that some official in the U.S. is going to ban his dogs.”

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
? Write a letter to President Barack and Michelle Obama, as well as Army officials. 
You may contact the President and the First Lady here or send an e-mail to com-
ments@whitehouse.gov and put the appropriate name in the subject line. To com-
ment to the Army, contact Ms. Joyce VanSlyke at joyce.vanslyke@us.army.mil.

Please keep your contact polite, professional and educational. Encourage other al-
ternatives such as:

• Consider mandatory micro-chipping. Fine those who abandon their dogs.
• Encourage a law prohibiting dogs from being alone in a yard without supervision, 
until permanently anchored fencing is allowed on military based housing.
• Enforce mandatory spay/neuter programs for all pets on military based housing.
• Enact higher fines for those who breed dogs on military bases.
• You can also join the Stop Breed Specific Legislation community on the Best 
Friends Network.
• Teach the community, particularly children, about responsible dog ownership and 
care. Offer humane educators to speak.

Dr. Carmen Battaglia concludes, “Anti-dog legislation is gaining momentum at an 
alarming rate. Unfortunately, in most communities, dog owners do not become 
involved until they are faced with the consequences of the legislation. This means 
that others drive the agenda that affects their pets. Historically, the response to 
dog problems has been to fight each proposal one by one, city by city. This ap-
proach no longer works as more proposals are prepared each year. A new strategy 
with a more penetrating and focused effort is needed… one that embraces coali-
tions of informed citizens whose purpose is to guide and steer the course of legisla-

 The following information was taken from the Responsible Dog Owners Of 
The Western States (RDOWS) and can be found on this website, 

http://www.povn.com/urdog/banned%20breeds.html 

The following list contains dog breeds, in alphabetical order, that are either 
banned from ownership, or restricted so as to make ownership more difficult than 
owning other breeds, in legislation either passed, proposed, or tabled in venues 
throughout the United States of America. The breeds are listed by name exactly 
as they appear in legislation. Redundancy, or misnaming is due to the wording of 
codes, and/or ordinances. Some breeds are named specifically, some breeds are 

included by physical description. All dogs are subject to being named.  

The dogs on the list have been banned or restricted by: 

1. By Name: A local township has named the specific breed of dog in a local ordinance 

- OR - 

2. By Description: A local township has included that breed by description  in an 
ordinance - such ordinances may read “any dog matching the characteristics of 

being short-coated, with bulldog-type appearances or having an appearance that 
includes a short, muscular type build, flat head, or being of a bulldog type” etc.



tion and the political future of officials who are bent on eliminating dogs from their 
community.

At a minimum, every state and local community needs a well-defined code of con-
duct and a set of definitions that address the key labels used in anti-dog legislation. 
Coalitions must begin to collect data of their own that addresses a wide range of 
subjects. They must develop statistics to show that “pet overpopulation” is a myth 
and that, in many instances, the problem is the lack of responsible dog ownership. 
There continue to be communities which rely on data collected by the CDC, police 
and hospitals to craft their legislation and stigmatize breeds. Those who use CDC 
data do so based on the assumption that certain breeds are inherently more dan-
gerous than others. While there is no science to support this approach, this idea 
has been allowed to stand mainly because the dog community and all of its recog-
nized organizations have done nothing to disprove it. Data must be developed to 
show that breeds should not be characterized based on the behavior of a few and 
that there are no genes that produce aggression.

A broad look at BSL and anti-dog legislation suggests that this area has grown so 
large that containment is no longer a viable strategy. The paradigm must change. 
Organizations and individuals must step up and help meet the challenge. They 
must commit to gathering facts and developing relationships that result in a work-
ing relationship between the elected official and the dog community. The relation-
ship must be cultivated so that the elected official relies on the dog community for 
information and facts about dogs. The dog community must learn to do more than 
lobby against legislation. They must learn who their representatives are at the city, 
county, state and federal levels. Coalitions must engage the broader voting com-
munity through education in order to respond with a greater impact that is aimed at 
the political life of certain officials if necessary. The dog-owning public must protect 
its rights to own and control its own destiny and begin to hold accountable those 
officials who continue to support legislation adverse to dog ownership. In a democ-
racy, the will of the people is not irrelevant.”

The ASPCA offers SOLUTIONS at http://www.aspcapro.org/

Recognizing that the problem of dangerous dogs requires serious attention, the 
ASPCA seeks effective enforcement of breed-neutral laws that hold dog owners ac-
countable for the actions of their animals. The ASPCA believes that this is the most 
reliable way to control aggressive dogs and reckless owners.

Ideally, this breed-neutral scheme should include the following:

Enhanced enforcement of dog license laws, with adequate fees to augment ani-• 
mal control budgets and surcharges on ownership of unaltered dogs to help fund 
low-cost pet sterilization programs in the communities in which the fees are 



In conclusion...

Pitbulls, Rottweilers and other targeted breeds for discrimination, are none 
other than innocent victims to stereotyping and racial profiling. They are 
wrongly accused of such things as having “lock jaw” (a complete myth) and being 
born “mean.” People who have spent time with these dogs and are knowledgeable 
about the breeds, know just how absurd these accusations are.  

Pitbulls, Rottweilers and the like, are some of the most loving, dedicated 
and loyal dogs out there.  Countless dogs of these breeds are recognized for 
heroic acts of bravery, for saving people, for helping in search and rescue and in 
war.  They fight alongside our soldiers, they protect our homes, and they aid us in 
matters of law. They are friends to our children, and are part of our families. 

Breed Specific Legislation is not only unjust, it is ineffective.  Thousands of 
dogs are being seized, euthanized at local shelters, and families are being devas-
tated... all the while, the laws that have taken their lives cannot prove the success 
of such measures in lowering dog bite incidents. 

As an animal lover, the dogs need your help.  You may not think that your 
contribution can make a difference, but as you can learn from the situation where 
Rockville Center, NY put a ban on Pitbulls and Rottweilers, every one person makes 
a difference in the lives of the animals.  The collective efforts of each resident and 
animal lover that protested the ban in NY made all the difference for the  dogs.  And 
in this case, the dogs won.  The BSL was repealed.  But, unfortunately, this is not 
the case in most cities and states. No matter where you live, you can take a stand 
and play a role in helping out. Whether you share your home with one of these 
breeds or not, as an animal lover, you can understand what it feels like to have your 
security threatened, and how horrifying it is to think that your dog can be taken and 
killed, not because he or she has a bite history, but because your dog was born into 
a particular breed that is being discriminated against... or worse, because your dog 
resembles a breed that is in question.  You can imagine, after hard work and acting 
as a responsible dog person, how frustrating it is to have laws put into place that 
undermine all of that work and effort... and to have the freedom of choice taken 
away from you when you’ve done nothing wrong.

Please take a stand for the dogs, and for the fellow animal lovers who need your 
help today.  Encourage law officials to punish the “deed” and not the “breed.”  D



www.missionpets.com/bsl.html

http://www.missionpets.com/bsl.html

